CRNA  -- DRAFT Minutes
Date:  Thursday, July 12, 2012
Attending: Betty Dimarco, Kristy Gonzales, Austin Kent, Robert Morris, Anne Nicolay, Gary Smith, James Son, Jerry Speir, Jill Stephens, Ariel Wallick, Sherri Wilder, Min Yang
Financial report (Jill Stephens):  Account balance -- $1134.14  Outstanding:  $150 to Andreas Hoffmann (for expenses associated with the annual meeting), $79 to Jill (for expenses associated with Neighborhood Watch) and $155 to Jerry (for Good Neighbor Agreement filing expenses).  Unanimous approval to reimburse for those expenses (moved by Betty, seconded by Anne).

Mellow Mushroom pizza restaurant discussion:  Immediate neighbors hosted a meeting with the operators on Wednesday (July 11).  Restaurant operators agreed to a continuing dialogue with neighbors concerning any issues that may arise.  New issue:  A walk-in cooler to be installed in the rear of the building would be only 18 feet from the rear property line, rather than the 20 feet required by the zoning ordinance.  Operators will need a variance from the Board of Zoning Adjustments to put the cooler there.  The board decided to wait to see what position the immediate neighbors group takes on the variance before taking a position itself.  
Committee Reports—

--Education (Ariel).  The committee is part of a group that has filed a Letter of Intent with the state indicating that it plans to submit a charter school application for a “community school” at the Johnson school site.  Betty reported that she has been unable to acquire recent news of the status of the Priestley school building from the RSD.  

--Safety (Jill).  The Neighborhood Watch group expects to finish the last of four training sessions with NOPD on Monday (July 16).  Kristy, immediate neighbor to the Castellon parking lot, reported on an incident from June 12 in which there was a fight in the lot, around 2 am, among inebriated citizens returning from one of the local bars.  That incident was only the worst of recent inappropriate behavior in the lot.   A discussion ensued on how to deal with the problem.  Suggestions included (a) seeking support from local merchants (who sell alcohol) for security for the lot (and for the One-to-One lot that has drawn similar complaints from immediate neighbors) and (b) closing the lot at night.    Jill agreed to lead an outreach effort to the Oak Street merchants group to discuss possible solutions.

In conjunction with the discussion of bars, Sherri reported that the Frat House bar has been sold.  Because of the moratorium on alcohol licenses, the new owners will need to file an appeal of the moratorium, which will provide opportunity for public comment.

--Zoning (Jerry).  Issues associated with the Mellow Mushroom have been the primary zoning concerns in the past month.  Jill asked a question that had been raised with her by a resident concerning the rules for short-term rentals in the neighborhood.  The person who raised the question had noticed that several houses in the neighborhood are listed on Internet websites as short-term rentals.  Jerry agreed to inquire about the rules; Sherri agreed to assist.

In other matters, Sherri noted that the CostCo at Carrollton and the Interstate is moving forward; ground-breaking is expected in the near future.  The bad pothole at Carrollton and Green has been repaired.  The city has a new city-assisted evacuation guide; information is available at http://new.nola.gov/ready/city-assisted-evacuation or by calling 311.  

Minutes by Jerry Speir
